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GEORGE LUCAS"S SPACE FANTASY EXAIMED BY:
1. STEYE DIVEY: "a mac1zheiece OF Thf GEWAL, DO MOT mIsa \T.7
2, CHRIS FONLER: “a SYUMWING ¥)$I0k OF TNE LMLINITED FUTIRE..”

3, MOGER E. WOLF: n COMPILATION OF RACKEROUMD INFORMATION 0K
T £)Ln AnD (93 MArERS

When §was sight 1 religlouely attended aturday moruisg i his first sf role, at the age of 62. Kenobi is &
pictures with hundreds o o e thii11ad b (he savecs: aieat STt of Bepmisem tinss
DhE e TIAm oran Mese. e U tes R

by them (vealy years old ow 4N111 4 e
PIver Jaglens of rowdy mad atichp Ml v st

Ta2taky kivwisd 4 4000 4601} SITHTD MY Han Solo, played by Harrison Ford,
Faly tiiy e ki on 25 snery.seses ol d ot a veteran space smuggler, cynic and interstellar ne'er-
manage to make me set arm clocks on a Saturday morn- rly thir tes, who 1y
128 5o a6 20t to nine tae Shoviags o MECTY. My iaterest when offered money. His assets and guiding forces

in Plash Gordon's Trip To Mars is ot completely academic. are s souped-up, clapped-out starship, bravado and

The chars of these serials comes fros the fact that their overshelaing seif-interest. He is prepared to venture
excitesent and thrills were alsost completely pu 1 doesn’

ation, morality, actisg ability, wittizess of dialogue
SGittiemc of sita o teikiacel dcind St speial atfacts

by the sconomic exigencies of production. Had they beea sble
to afford any of these luxuries, they would most likely have
lost what charm they now have and becose dated morality
Blaye, oF platsares far prixitime tackaical triche

Almost all other escapist- sence fiction films have coaic relief and a great deal of the fila's warmth are
sutfored this fate. Tbats. The el pavich G iilas edemsivg eealictin
to machin fully used in Douglas Trusbull's

Cacas, he writar s wiewtior of 3162 Bare, ¢4p 1p- Silent Bumniag (1073) and provided the mais strength
2110e e fuing 83 Fiash Caricm. 112 salarvnd 6 the vomre- of that fiim, overcoming the poorly articulated ethics

Stelp aticr Wiret epeit ds him today to run a N which marred its plot. Star Wars' two prominent robots
b SoRsisiaing in 82 ophemera provide routines remtniscent of Laurel and Hardy whilst
Bis 41 18 Linianacte wirw sk &0 remaining crucial to the plot's development. See

e
and update Threepio (C3P0) is a humanoid robot played by Anthony

piece of

apiss, to perpet:

The Crasition o6 Fineh Gordon sad fo provide & playgecemd Daniels, trained as a diplomat with a total recall of
tion, for the exercise of vicarious bundreds of languages at his disposal. His refinement,
53 with this fils is due to the elegance, delicacy and nervousness scarcely qualify
avoidance of pretension and the pitfalls listed above. SIB T (b AT EDEEH M 18 Tvrol i ELIA
Where Flash Gordon suffered through cheapess, Lucas bas been e Sreractty

ble to afford a superbly glossy look to Star Wars. It cost

ten millicn dollars yet Tweatieth Century Fox permitted him

suffictent independence to fulfil bis original intestions TS e s i vt

without betraying the essentials of the genre. 20 turiacible Seterntastion to Gairy oot Mix fagtructs
fons almost prove his and Threepio's umdoing.

Sach of these charscters i tavorled i the central

The plot of Star Wars is fairly sminimal: a rebellion is afoot
agass

characters and ideals. The ressiniog personal

28 WAL A ity Risda, e dtaadion
the outcome of the events mmander of
Lo the fleld is the beautiful Priccess

established in the opening five Shitas tharesttor you

ects. As a balance Leta Orguas, plared by Carrie Fishar. the is & suparbly
scenes of adventure and excitement, Lucas has inter- capable revolutionary, possessing enormous cour
mes of interpersonal dedication, It i to see Lucas eschewing the
betwee filn has six hackneyed sexist device of helpless heroines twisting
2ad & blaf heross sad two mujor villsise vith & multitude of their ankles to reinforce the machismo of the hero.
supporting forces.  The relationshipe betveen the main char- When the action is at its hottest Loia fights shoulder
astaed but alloved to develop wi o shoulder wich e men. 1nd uses ber brais with as
To. that each charscter emerges with three dimsmeions go0d effect as her laser-blaster, -mc« is
themselves are able to provide the fillings in some of the men do. Her opponeat is Grant
the sketched characterisations without being bored by redund-
* mastery of fils-asking lies in this
His previous ican Grateiss (1973)
alsost 20 plot, yet captured the relationshi s

years. David Prowse, the gigastic ex-weightlifting

George Lucas  cast Bis fils with the intemtion of fisdiag champion, plays Lord Darth Vader. Fully ecased in
l!‘Dl’- who IIR"I corresponded approximately to the characters bizarre black armour, Vader is also a Enight of the

o play. The old systes of writing a fils Jedi, but gained his position by treachery.
ENecTeloally for & Goviats star, tailersd b hin capeblisier the code of honour of Ben Kenobi he is 3 supreme
and 1imitations, has thankfully almost died out now. The exponent of the fighting skill and supernatural abilitie
nais charsctar, Laks Siyvalker, wppareatly bused oa Lucas! of the order he has debased. Peter Cushing and David
porceptions of hims by Mark Hasill in his Prowse have worked togothor on innuserable r horror
Pieescroen dabut.  Luke 18 s young man with desls vhose past films and make a formidably ovil team. It iz perhaps
has boen deatroyed and who has freedom of choice about hi
future. e po all the heroic qualities of bravery,
bonour, fidelity wnd energy. He also has naivete and inex-
perience, but is willing to learn. He becomes the eage sereen tise to perpetrate their villainies. The

apprentice of Ben (Obi-Wan) Kenobi, played by Sir Alec -



Interslay of these cherscters Mats st & varisty of -
plots, which all contribute to the story without slowing it
s SKIL1 €0 do tais 4o concisely 1ies at the heart
ot gaad mpaca 5

1 have Latt consideration of the tesheoloqy wend 1n Bear Wers
1se

rough
e adguciag irkety 86 saise mpscids
=111 be familiar 1o a1l resders of clessic sf yot still take
the breath away.

Where Star Wars goes far beyoad what

rs make
chsoloty Sisce Staatey Kebrich's 3001 (1968) have alioved
the use of computer-controlled cameras figuratively to fly
reographed

vorid

@ unique appearance deserve

colossal profits
1 tena

Star Wars
shouldn’t approach its quality.
on more serious subjects may

pesl in the aubject matter vill discourare the

ation and adventure without the fear of impending nastines
that o0 mny fllas like to e these dirs. By providin
far sore than the minteun secessary for 4 Flash Gordon
space cpers vithout losing his gst the technology
and char Cions, George Lucas nas created s master-
ot ot che menre: Do mat ates 1t

Fhesn €ordan 11001 aapeamed ws ® Bepipsgrr airiy cortoem
Mrraans srewve 1430 Tuses tile meelnln
apiettns AMD bive hive aqie grasaing Burter

1kle M1e TG are
fi1h Gorcba aimmesad 19 Pradarich Bearam! 11008
:a»\cen-qah-rv‘ Morw 44 Fex0n Beube md

Fioeh Cowin Doayle-ee The Ohiparar dimseuad oy Lag Tovlor
-

A film called Flesh Gordon directed by Bill Osco came out
in 107 fi1m parody of the original. It
bossts surprisingly good animation and is

errraus ou

ave Divey i ncinems aticionsto wsd reviswsr, livisg tn

Bracknell. Mo lists Mis favowrite director ue Federd

Teitiss. o s pericaic siviser fo the Rastteg Filn Thestre
sttty hon 'ty Shimeamking,

STAR HRRS: A PERSOMAL YIEW By cunis FoucER

Star Wars is a space fantasy adventure fils, and like ail
has a beautiful priscess as its heroine.
rgasa, George Lucas has created »
Ath & distisct ditfersuce, givisg her » winaing
lead over her competitors: she has gu

Nost Sarataen of fautaey epies are the kind of vouse shon
I would not cross a busy street

uke Skywalker, called wpon to risk all in this
10n, 1 would not oaly do 1t, but gladly repeat
the advesture a dozen times over. whereas the usual

fastasy beroines faist at the sight of violeace, fall over
end of & laser

tor sl sapanises., Tats sextst
Sterectypes of (pmarsily mis) sciemcs fistiee wed famteny
writers. Ste's a wiscer all the way, and as such is ome
of the great streagths of Star Wars.+

¥riter-airector Locas todly knew exactly what
be vae duing whes ke crasted Priscess Lats.

the besutiful Semator that be wasted

1 wan: *

. yousger thas
able to stand wp to the
of the rebellion. She's

= gotten caught, but abe’s fighting.
That's why I chose Carrie Fisber™

her's evster Burk Bamtil ds £ul1 o

Luke Skywalker:
of my way?'

Me. Fisher is part!

which the script has provided between herself and Harrison
Ford (as Han Solo}

If the characterisation of Prin 8 & major strength
hen George Lucas n- achieved asoths
Bise

Tio
aical space pilot Hun Solo
um.m.-«mu e Ban Kesobi. Yot the seript,

Sarvis Tister 1 U

oibe of Mis teatasy, o0 be n. done

e 13 wtin Ma Voro, plared by Wik Hamt1l.
trien o iy, pofbeas it that ithase
abe dida"t marmaily 11ke blond exception
10 his case.

Hami1l and the

» perhaps it 1s fair to note that my int
aamirarion for the Priscem s sot satirely wintlssced by
the fact that I

f post-disaster situation,
of my friead with the
to cope & damn sieht better thas I
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This lightness of touch, the resolution never to over-play
ol

the parssaiiiestion of okl avil, the blskeasked Derts Vader
democratic

to complete the
proces e Tas Gi Tt My, S guavatan of s
Repibiie, Ben (Obi-¥as) Eeaobi.  Thess dements ther
not only to provide the mission and the motivation to fulfil
it, but also, via Luke's inherited .
Jedi Knight, the might to achieve it. Armed with the
combined force of his father's light saber and Ben Kenobi's

y. The
0110ws 15 replete with all the inages of
space battles (straight out of

arch-villain Durth Vader is left alive asd escaped, So that
there 1s room for a sequel.
Stated baldty, the story - of a
besutiful woman and defeat oppression 1y soves adegsate
fox G110 superiatives Wich Rave Mou M on Star Wars
1ike the kind of thing which dozens of

Beroic quest to
ra

%6/ %as 4o tabe hoss spaee figntecs oir She prikted page st
put pictures of them

4106t ¢ Lot of 1itile odels biing siyilated &) @
team. 1In the same way, Frank Herbert can
e %e b s sites slaset OF forikisvy tas (aduitiusty
skilful) use of words on paper; George Lucas has t
us Tatooine, Luke Skywalker's desert of a home planet; he
has to show us strange, alien creatures; he has to show us
1lamecus aliens playing in & bar
would find in anything
It 1s Lucas's success in
dotng this - in realising on the screen what sf readers and

ERE 10 100 pewrd vl WLEAIAE dxiwve 11E1I08 2T fhitaey
‘ el

T o dipasiel Pestcersmbre

Stears (Special Production and Mechaincal Effects) have
done superlative jobs, and if there is any justice in the
fils world they will pick up the Oscars they so richly
deserve.

Tise has reterred to the year's best movi
Hes applied o o sie1d o7 artistic sadeevour e diverse
s the cinema, I feel that the

wonderful tum
for a very loag time. It is totally uspretestious -
which is & great virtue in an adventure fils - and it iz
also any of the sick lise in sexual

d perverted exploitation that has mede up
fantasy offerings. Star Wars shows what can be done with
the space fantasy geare when a talented director mot only

e needs to provide first-rate special

effects but also the freedom to cast his film in ©

manner he wishes

— -
o Utateds 1a ragasy fha segr

Wars is going to be delighting sutienoay
in this country for a long time after its re!
27th Decsaber. o this conviction 1 can oaly 4dd The nope
thet fuy ot i) b avees ML 4a eforih
£ea sl tosadi lpibot iy e S

General Dodonna. .
General Willard. .
Red Leader.
Red Two (Wedge)
Red Threo (Biggs)

Parmestier

Production Stat

meat of cizema as

pect
Mechanical Effects
Supervisor.




Pilm Eaitors.

Production

Costuse Designer.
Art Directors.

Makeup Supervisor.

Filmes o Pumcvision, Cilour by Sechuiceler,
Century-Fox presentation

& immatiie taa, Tromtion

Certificate "U". Leagth: 121 minutes.

t open in London until Decesber 27th,

in 25 printings over a period of
b vy prellastgt il adl =l g
clatas that 2.2 million coples of
Star Nars are ia prist, ead thet “ve've taken & poot on
how many copies we’ll sell - and one westotine director
estimates close to 5 millica. Also oo the St

with their long-delsyed and even looger rumoured
Sumbetaatisted seports seacking fhis eftice susmest that
orge Lucas 1s airendy ot vork on the seript
one bu i the retara of the
4 Sk sriginal 21k Darta Yador, setermian 3p .nm the
new Republic. A direct spin-off in tha movie busizess has
en 4a Upsurge of interet Ia scieace fiction, aad 1078
will undoubtedly see the rolease of an increasing number
of uf movi

045 4% Ahas Beas Wics Nipgeonn do anariaaly p RNy
How is 1t that George Luc managed to movie

r amongst their favourite people as
Fellini, Godard, Bergman and Altman are 5o captivated by
entially, an adventure fantasy?

only way to anewer this question properly i
ils for yourself. Reading the re

and how perfectly George Lucas has captured the
[

P ——— - ——— -

ranch in Modesto, California, bis two passions as a &
were cars and art. Determined to becose a ch

pace the way for che Batvaraity of
Southers Califorsia Fila School.

At e Bi3e Bokon), Tncsmquiehly’ snched ook ot fi2es:

e n—u-lu US Navy came:
bo wade & sctews sictios

dreactiow of Wraache Ford Coppale. Wiie werblop s
Coppola’s assistant on The Rain People he made a forty
minute documentary about the making of the movie, entitled

immaker, which has been recognised as one of the best
Tilms about moviomaking.

1onal feature motion picture
od veraion of his atudent
Yerd Ooppola actad ae amsenty

George Lucas's firat profe
131

It ¢1d 1ittle to prepare ome for the space fantasy of

Star

ra.

ts of the time, which a
Universaily faniliar throvgaest the Eoglish-speaking

Car Wors: BORARA Th¢ Sovmra.

As early as 1071, a2 B1d wanted to file & space
fastasy. “Orsginally. 1 vanted o

aovered that
ks of Edgar Rice

. a8d especially fros his "Johs Carter of Mars™

Books through that series, then

avin Arnold
Toet vem the firet story U ]
that I have been able to trace.
Bretty close, 1 suppore, hut he sever had » hero Tatelsng

SEnSt space crratures or having sdvestures om anot!
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I had the Star Wars project in mind even before I start

I wrote four entirely different screen-plays for Star Wars

sesrching for just n- right ingredients, characters and

storyline. It's al been what you might call a good ides
i ot % Aty

"1 wanted to make an actions movie - a movie in outer space
1like Flash Gordon used to be. Ra running around in
space-ships, shooting at each other - I knew 1 wanted to
have a big battle in outer spa sort of dogfight thing
aovie waul s old mer ard b BRI dad

has obviously been influenced by science fiction and action

to visualise the new world.
models. Alex Tavoularis si
Hatchas of the sarly scripta.
Ralph McQuarrie began
Charsters, sastesen, prone, aad sasanry; Over s nertod
F Lo Eaion WAt Trun Sidbte skevense avd iius draed
to a handsome series of production paintings which set a
visual tone for the production.

In the meantime, producer Gary Kurtz worked out a budget and
logistical plan for the complex job of filming oo three
continents. For the desert planet, Tatooine, all Ames

North African and Midd

explo:
desert, the ideal locations were
v oo ok rrebibe ek e

SAaLion Nk AAVESRY MUNLE W SUSRORAEA 18 e,
because of the close proximity to North Africa and

becaube of the svellsnility of & pool of fop sechelonl povpis
at the EMI Elstree Studios, in Borehamwood

studio in Eogland or America that could provide mime large
stegin dmaitamaommly md_sliowthe campeey cosplets: reedem
to handpick its own persomne!

The seript

alled for a large nusber of miniature and
optical effects. In June of 1975, George Lucas and Gary
Kurtz contacted John Dykstra with regard to his supervising
the photographic special effects. No commercial facility
hud the equipment or the time to accomplish what Star Wars
eq Dykstra worked out the plans fc
ffects shop. Appropr:
< Corporation”, the sl
in the San Fermando Valley.

Feants of TUKIdaluten . chcpeatsy
shop and a machine shop, which had to build or modify the
special camera, editing, anisating and projecting equipment

t to execute the prototype models of the
various land and space vehicles

Other dopartments were optical printing for putting layers
of 10 togetaer. o rotousope depariment, whidh provided satte
work and also generated original i be used in explosion
Sitmncasust, BN ekicteonits iap GEviusd spasies siekrs
for a self-contained camers and motion control ystem. T
was also 4 fila control department for over

air the mpeeiad ottaree 1a 3000
st et
Kubrick used couposite Bvuc-h

02, & Spacaabip, wes put ou

s0d art of the scene was put in - for exasple,
a moon behind the space-ship. This multiple exposure
» sive and tise-consuming,

rocess was enormously expen
as well as being limited is what could be achieved.

Ten years on fros 2001, George Lucas and John Dykstra

ng: "We have space-sbips crossing ove:
Plazets all the time, and Kubrick sever did. His ship:
are almost imvariably livear and can su1y fien

Ours are
Is. comparises ta e 343 d4steret prr e
; 2000 vas o Feifisrees S

inflation which m.m.u 16 nunwd ibe wmsosot
soney 1o the Feread ing ten yoars, cost only $9.3

The special effects crew also cannibalised over 300
o0el Kits aed cullésied perts frem 614 tasks
vora. I planes. As zay be seen if one bothers
begite closely at the final results, sll these bits
asd pieces were ned up to give them & patina of
age and make them look used

W @ e —— —— —

e N
Instead of the sbiny, nev-looking architecture and
rockets normally associated with sf movies, t
and orovs for Star Wars, like the materia
models, were designed to look used and inhabited.
Barry commented: "George wants to make it look like
it's been shot os location”.

or 1.
[t

Teniarar wve t1hes o suses FMeta, 4n fact
he 186 ma)w Aesn ams -0 (Pabbwpiol emd AT BT

At W S—— .- —
by production illustrator Ralph NcQuarrie, art director
Reomai Maymatis wid sculyssins LiLMcis, Mot

the other robots fell to John Stears
Gevined the productios sad mechamical special -n-m,
Besides the dozen robots he built for Star Wars,
150 came up with 1ight sabers, land vehicies e

of explostons

George Lucas @ three-month period of casting the
unusual roles in November, 1875. He, casting with the
same approach as be used in American Graffiti
new, fresh talent for three of the five major
In the other two, he cast British veterans Alec Guinnes
and Peter Cushing

And. tors, because of who they are, bring believ-
vty v the Btneeionss

In March, 1976 a film production unit and cast descended

md She rocky grandesr of » grest volcanic canyon
s1de Tozeur

-~ —
———
PNRVEN




rigorously cleased out every evening

The cast snd crew moved to Matmats, 2 the most wnusual
towss iz the world. Matmsts is largely ishabited by
troglodytes, who make their homes in caves cut from the sides
of the crater-1ixe holes 1n underground
Boses evolved as & mesns of protection from the weather,
which is gorching hot in sumser and bitterly cold in

which is larger, but typical of & local Matmata dwelling
of an open centrsl hole surrounded by various
cave-like rooms gouged out of the earth.

Tolloriag two aad u buit weeks filuing ia Tusists, the
Elstree Stusios. It
Tooh i1 mine sound stagse roduction desigaer
John Barry's thirty sets of other plamets, starships,
caves, comtrol rooms, castimas and the vast metwork of

¢t Shepperton
Sctors tock 16} veeks to fils fa Taglamd.

Against this background of massive use of special effects
and exotic science fictional scenery, the actors sometimes
Sperisaces dittioulty ? o v bty v
ing in a science fiction movie. At ony
bl ol

s

make him repeat

and the acting of it doe

Tor the.pous-arvbuntoon. vesk ucas and Gary Kurtx

Tou Tndemtrial Light & Magic where the wectsl
A¥estin sure sompl ing was done in Marim County,
outised San Francisco.

— ——— -
original somd affacts far che galsctic lmgmpes, wekislay,
R Bt
soundtrack
Satice 12 AR Teiby epbiam of Sates seAwtlis
for the ultimate motion picture high fidelity.
-~ -

Piaher,

2 PRI 008 0erm 98 S101 Becheer, OO 1he Shubter
o4 peiate Mrsaide sed ¢ e

o work seriously st a career in show busisess,
Carrie Fisher left Beverly Hills High School to join the

Camtral Sabool ot Seech ad Drasa, vhere she
studied for 18 mon

Carrie Fisher says of ber first fils: “...Shampoo -

=y scene was shot Bouse iz Beverly Bills, which

1 where I grew up. 1 wore this little tesais outfit
e, It

t rece: 4 het’s exmtly what saliag S0l Vern
turned out to be - & kind of adult rec

80 to lunch with outerspace mom
reataurant.

“1 wanted to do the role of Pricess Leis becuse I

of robot:

“The pecple in the restaurast wouldn't react. I thought

that was terrific. Ausd we were in Borehamw

18 the Bugiien equivaleat of Cramplady, Wycming: 1t

who wan  seven foot two, like Peter
someone.
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STAR WARS:CONI.
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George Lucas comsents:
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Havrison Ford:

500 ¥ord was born on 13th July, 1943 in Chicago, Illinots,
and attended Riplon College in Wisconsin. He made his professional
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